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To the Me in all the other 
corners of the world. 
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Nakajima-Honmachi is the pre-war name for Nakajimacho, 
the present-day location of the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park. 
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COULDIA 
PLEASE 
TELL ME 

WHERE THE 

RESTAURANT 
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“FUTABA" 
IS? 


AIN'T FUTABA? 
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HEY NOW. 
BEST NOT TO 
MAKE HIM MAD-- 


OR YOU MIGHT 
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TRUE THAT THE 
NEXT MORNING 

WE HEARD 
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HAPPENED 
THAT DAY 
MUSTA JUST 
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THE FIRST 
TIME MY UNCLE 
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AIN'T NO 
OTHER 
CHILDREN 
HERE. 
YOU KNOW 
THAT. 





IF YOU 
JUST 
LEAVE IT 
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COME ALONG 
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IF I LEAVE 
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SHE COME 
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Sign: Ordinary & Higher, PRIMARY SCHOOL 
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ET'S USE THIS! 
THE *U" IS FIRST BASE, 
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"HB" IS A HOME RUN 
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OH, RIGHT! 
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WHEN THE 
WAVES ARE 
HIGH AND 
FROTHY WHITE, 
FOLK SAY IT 
LOOKS LIKE 
WHITE RABBITS 
JUMPIN’. 
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The accident claimed the lives of over half of the 80 passengers, many of whom were students returning from classes at the nearby Edajima naval academy. 
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ENDS WILL 


GET SENT 
FAR AWAY 


ASA 
BRIDE. 






































GRANNY! 
GRANNY! 









SAYS 
WHILE 
|} CHANGING 








IF THAT'S 
FOR FURUE 
TO KUSATSU, 
THEN THE 





I THOUGHT 
T'D_FIX IT 
UP FOR 
YOUR 
BRIDAL 
OUTFIT. 











LL 


ASK YOU 
“DID YOU 








WEDDING 

NIGHT, HE’ 
SEDEE 
Fe gis 
Hee Oe, 


a 
Cf 
OF, o1 
C 


oy, 


Z,GLE 
lea 
CT 
ital 


Z 


Qs 


a 
ge 
COLT = p 


ONE NEW } 


UMBRELLA 
WITH ME.” 
LE fe 


= 
pe 
9 
a 
wG 
vy 


LY, 
is 
CECA 

os 


or, 


BO OTE: 












































58 


The back and forth question about the umbrella is a roundabout “password” of sorts meant to be exchanged between 
a newlywed couple on their first night together to confirm that they’re ready to consummate the marriage. In another 


variant, the groom would ask if the bride had a persimmon tree he could climb. This tradition has since faded. 
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Morita, Miss 
Chizuko, 
Thank you 
veyy much 
fov the 
ifr of 
/0NStevS and 
Seaweed. 
They helped 
make my 
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feast vevy 
Special. 
Please give 
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# +o Uncle 
Morita. 
Stay well. 

—SuZu 







Shusaleu-san's uncle. 
He's a matchmaker. 








— Shusaku-san's Father, § 
He works at a factory. 






















Shusaku-san's Mother. 
She injured her leq. 







Shusaku-san's Older 
Sister. She looks just 
like him. 
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dolled up, +00. 
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Q. Neighborhood Associations were part of the Japanese government's national mobilization plan. Piggy-backing off of preexisting mutual-aid community groups, they were formalized in 1940 and disbanded in 1947. 
{o} They had duties like fire-fighting, ration distribution and civil defense. They were also charged with monitoring citizens for immoral or suspect behavior, distributing propaganda and organizing patriotic rallies. The 
song “Tonarigumi” was onginally a propaganda piece promoting the associations, but today its melody is more familiar as the theme song for the popular TV variety show Dorifu Daibakusho. 








Tum tum tum, karari-tum, 
Neighborhood Association. 


“Tonarigumi” Song & lyrics by: 


Okamoto Ippei, 1940 
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Open your gate and there’s a familiar face. Please pass to me the town circular. Pass the word around, so everyone knows. 









Tum tum tum, karari-tum, This duty and that. 
Neighborhood Association. Passing out miso and soy sauce. 


Chatting across the fence. 
trading cooking tips. 
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Teach one to me and I'll teach one to you. 





Lightning. 
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We're each other’s best defenders. 





Tum tum tum, karari-tum, 
Neighborhood Association. 





We live in many houses, 


but we’re one big family... 


Our hearts are as one. 


shining like the moon. 





Sign: Kaminaganoki Community Center 


Sign: Regular Meeting Today 
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BORN IN 
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Various Women’s Associations have existed in Japan since the early 1900’s, most famously the Patriotic Women’s Association and the Japan’s National Defense Women’s 
Association. In 1942, the government merged all of these groups into the Greater Japan Women’s Association. Participation was mandatory for all married women over the age of 
20. Duties included seeing off departing soldiers, collection of “comfort packages,” and distributing the remains of deceased soldiers. 
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The rice distributed in those days was brown rice. 
While high in nutrients, it doesn’t absorb water well and barely fluffs up when cooked, yielding 
little volume of food. Many households would pound it themselves to turn it into white rice instead. 
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The “Imperial Year” was a calendar system unique to Japan, meant to AW acicehione history 
of Japan’s imperial dynasty. Year 0 was set at the legendary founding of Yapan by Emperor Jimmu 
in 660 BC. This calendar system was first adopted in the 1870’s, not long after Japan had embraced 
the western Gregorian calendar. The “Imperial Year” system has since been abandoned. 
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DON'T YOU LET ME 
HANDLE MAKING 
THE FLAGS. YOU 
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THAT'S 


ENOUGH 
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= Starting in 1943, the Japanese government began a civilian evacuation plan, moving residents out of densely packed urban areas and away from vital 
} Ag military installations to safer rural areas. Though voluntary at first, the evacuations later became mandatory. At the time, people called it “house pruning 
2% (sogai),” because once the citizens were evacuated their houses were torn down to open firebreaks in the event of Allied bombing raids. 


A 


NS 


ww 


ed 





Sisane 
ee 








p> 
MKS 





135 


Wye 


Hl 





Ax, WELL. 
DOUBT 
WE'LL HAFTA 
WORRY 






























































YOU'R 
WELCOME. 









































































































































goes oe 


<r warez! SNK fivater. 
ANY WS A \ y 
Nee. DOO ( | er 
ZA ; Me 
. | ‘ 











CHAPTER 11 


(July, 1944) 
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WELL, ER--YOU ARE 
MARRIED, AND ALL. 


S GOOD FOR A 
HUSBAND AND WIFE 
TO BE CLOSE. 


YES, IT /S NICE. 
ISN'T \T? 
HUSBAND AND 


WIFE, ALL COMFY 
AND CLOSE. 


SO VERY NICE, 
INDEED. 
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